at the age of two years. In the Bamansunder site, the highest survival was recorded for T. arjuna (88%) followed by B. ceiba (78%), T. catappa (74%), T. belerica (68%) and A. chinensis (60%). The highest height was recorded for B. ceiba (0.99m) followed by A. catechu (0.94m) T. arjuna (0.93m) and A. chinensis (0.92m). Considering the survival, height and diameter growth, T. arjuna, A. chinensis, B. ceiba, T. catappa and A. catechu were found promising and may be suitable for planting in the raised lands of the eastern coastal belt of Bangladesh.
both developing and developed countries (Lee et al., 2008) . The World Health Organization (WHO) enlisted some of 21,000 medicinal plant species all over the world (Penso, 1980) . Ghani (2000) reported about 500 plant species including trees, herbs and shrubs in Bangladesh as medicinal plant because of their therapeutic properties. Yusuf et al. (2009) reported 747 plant species in Bangladesh have therapeutic properties.
Bangladesh is a country of fertile deltaic land has a rich diversity of flora of medicinal plants scattered throughout the forests, crop fields, roadsides, home gardens and wastelands (Motaleb et al., 2011) . Many native medicinal plants species, once found abundantly in Bangladesh have become scarce and threatened largely due to population, over extraction, habitat degradation and loss and failure of natural regeneration. Due to shifting (Jhum) cultivation, encroachment, population pressure, settlement and urbanization, wrong management practices, over exploitation of forest resources, deforestation, salinity and change in land use patterns, many medicinal plants have reached the fate of extinction or severe genetic loss (Ghani, 2003; Motaleb et al., 2011) . In addition, the country will face serious consequences of biodiversity loss from the global climatic change. Medicinal plants are not only using in medicine but also in cosmetics, detergents, dyes, insecticides, foods, paints etc. There are some medicinal plants having wood values those provide a variety of forest produces, as well as a The coastal belt of Bangladesh extends over 710 kilometer long along the Bay of Bengal with numerous chars and islands. The Bangladesh Forest Department has raised 1,92,395 ha mangrove, 8690 ha non-mangrove and 12,127 km strip plantations in the coastal area till 2013 (Hasan, 2013) . Among the mangrove plantations, Sonneratia apetala (keora) and Avicennia officinalis (baen) are the major planting species in the newly accreted lands (Siddiqi, 2001 ). Among the non-mangrove and strip plantations, Samanea saman (rain tree), Acacia nilotica (babla), Casuarina equisetifolia (jhao), Swietenia macrophylla (mehogoni) and Acacia auriculiformis (akashmoni) are the major planting species in the raised lands of the coastal areas. Plantation or study has not yet been carried out for introducing woody medicinal tree species in the coastal areas. Therefore, elimination trials with 10 medicinal tree species were carried out to find out suitable species for the raised coastal lands. Ten important woody medicinal tree species namely, Azadirachta indica (neem), Melia azedarach (gora neem), Terminalia arjuna (arjun), Terminalia belerica (bohera), Bombax ceiba (shimul), Acacia catechu (khoer), Terminalia catappa (katbadam), Anthocephalus chinensis (kadam), Cassia fistula (sonalu) and Aphanamixis polystachya (pitraj) were included in the trials. The seeds were collected from phenotypically superior trees. Seeds were sown in polybags of size 25cm x 15cm those were filled with powdered loamy soil and cowdung at 5:1 ratio. Seedlings were raised in the Bogachater nursery and kept for 6-10 months. The experiment was laid out in Randomized Complete Block Design with three replications. In each plot, (9 x 9) 81 seedlings were planted at 1.5m x 1.5m spacing. Six to ten months old seedlings were planted in the field. Planting was done in June by digging holes. The data in relation to survival, height, collar diameter, diameter at breast height (dbh), stem length (length to the first branch) and number of branch were collected in June 2016 from two experimental plantations ( 
II. Materials and Methods

Plantation
III. Results and Discussion
The initial growth performance of 10 medicinal tree species planted in June, 2014 (02 years old) and June, 2015 (01 year old) in the eastern coastal belt of Bangladesh are shown in Table 02 and Table 03 . In Bogachater site, the result showed that the significantly highest survival was recorded for T. catappa (89%) followed by T. arjuna (78%), A. indica (70%), T. belerica (66%) and A. chinensis (64% Aphanamixis polystachya 37a 1.07a 2.44b -0.75a 6a
Means followed by the same letter(s) in the same column do not differ significantly at 5% level
In the plantation raised in 2015 at Bamansunder site, significantly the highest survival was recorded for T. arjuna (88%) followed by B. ceiba (78%), T. catappa (74%), T. belerica (68%) and A. chinensis (60%). The significantly greater height was recorded for B. ceiba (0.99m) followed by A. catechu (0.94m) T. arjuna (0.93m) and A. chinensis (0.92m). The singnificaltly greater collar diameter was found in A. chinensis (2.08cm) followed by B. ceiba (1.73cm), T. arjuna (1.45cm), and T. catappa (1.00cm). Bhola district of the western coastal belt at the age of three years. They also reported that M. azedarach showed 4.08m in height and 4.36cm in diameter; A. catechu showed 1.64m in height at Char Manika embankment of the western coastal belt at the age of two years. Parkash and Hocking (1986) reported 2-3m height growth of T. arjuna at the age of three years under favourable conditions. Stump-planted B. ceiba reached 12.95m height and 25.2cm dbh at the age of 7 years in Pakistan (Sheikh, 1993 
IV. Conclusion
Medicinal plants are the important natural wealth of a country. They play a significant role in providing primary health care services to the rural people of the country. Due to over-exploitation and intensive use of these resources, the natural population is reducing drastically. and T. catappa were found promising. These species can be planted in the coastal raised lands for the development of medicinal plants population in the eastern coastal belt of Bangladesh. This is however, an interim report and the comprehensive one will be available after few years.
